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Adjective 1 Put these words in the correct order to describe clothes.

ordier For example:

a polo-neck sweater white — a white polo-neck sweater

a) T-shirt an short-sleeved old d) sweater a v-neck striped
b) green a cardigan plain e) silk flowery waistcoat a
¢) beautiful scarf a cashmere

Make five new combinations of adjectives and nouns.
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a) Put the adjectives in the box into these five categories: age; material; pattern;
opinion; style.

old stripy beautiful wool leather second-hand horrible check
short-sleeved new  full-length fabulous plain Armani silk

b) In most languages, when we use two or three adjectives to describe a noun there are
rules about the order of the adjectives.

Put the categories in the correct order for English. Is it the same in your language?

3 Write down different combinations of clothing under the following headings:
I've got this in my wardrobe; I wouldn’t be seen dead in this.

For example:

e got hisinmy wardrobe: | wouldr's be soen doad n i
baggy black cord trousers § a second-hand nylon shirt
a Qheck suit ' . % green ]eath@r trousers

Work with a partner. Take turns to read out one of your items, but don’t say
which heading you wrote it under. Your partner has to guess which heading each
item belongs to.

Anecdote 4 Think of a favourite item of clothes or accessory
which you have bought. You are going to tell
your partner about it. Choose from the list the
things you want to talk about. Think about what
you will say and the language you will need.

What is it?

What does it look like?

What does it feel like?

How long have you had it?

Which shop did you buy it in?

Who was with you when you bought it?
Was it very expensive?

Do you think it was worth the money?
How often do you wear/use it?

Do you have any special memories associated
with it?

Have you ever lent it to someone?

How would you feel if you lost it?
What do you like best about it?
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5 Tell your partner about the item of clothing or
accessory.
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Write down the names of some clothes that have:

QL
—

zips
buttons
hems
turn-ups
buckles
sleeves

g) heels

zoeeg

For example:
cuffs — shirt, jacket, coat, sweater

Test your idioms. Choose the correct word in the
expressions below and say what you think the
expressions mean.

a) Don't get shirty with/into/across me, I was
only trying to help.

b) I'm sorry, I didn’t mean to offend you. It was
just an up/off/faround the cuff remark.

¢) If you want to pass that exam, you'll have to
buckle over/down/round to work very soon.

d) It's so obvious when Claire’s in love — she
wears her heart under/by/on her sleeve.

e) We're saving up to go on holiday so we’ll have
to tighten/loosen/forget our belts for a while.

f) Thaven't seen Bill around for a while — do you
think he’s been wearing/given/missing the
boot?

g) Sorry I'm late. Mike collared/belted/zipped me
after work and I couldn’t get away.

h) TI'm afraid I've run out of ideas — let’s ask John.
He’s usually got something beside/
between/up his sleeve.

Match the expressions in 2 to these definitions:

to behave in a way that makes your feelings obvious
to spend less money
to stop somebody and make them listen to you
to have an idea or a plan
to say something without thinking about it first
to get rid of somebody

to start working seriously

to behave in a bad-tempered and rude way
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Think of something that happened to you recently. Use one of the expressions in 2 and
tell your partner about it.

Language reference: adjective order

In most languages, when you use two or three
adjectives to describe a noun, there are rules about the
order of the adjectives. In English this is the order:

ADJECTIVES
Opinion Age = Pattern & colour = Material > Style > NOUN
horrible, second-hand, stripy, cotton, short-sleeved, shirt.
fabulous, old, leopard-print, fake fur, full-length, coat.
beautiful, new, blue, silk, Armani, suit.





